Minutes
Long Term Recovery Committee

June 3, 2009

Call to Order:

Troy Beets, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the May 20, 2009 meeting were approved.

Hearing of Delegations:

Sarah McCoin – 786 Swan Pond Circle Road – Harriman TN
· Congresswoman Bernice Johnson, Chairwoman, U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment will be here June 7th.  The meeting will be at the Kingston Community Center at 4:00 p.m.

· 60 Minutes producer will be in Roane County next week on Monday and Tuesday.

Rick Cantrell – 73 Paint Rock Ferry Road – Kingston TN
· Stated that a fraction of the $1.9 million that is to be used for PR would help a lot of people in the disaster area. Stated that TVA and the committee both need the community. PR will not improve the image – good stories will help the image.
· Jill Murphy pointed out that no cash will be handed out for PR; invoices will be submitted by the firm and paid by TVA. Jill also stated that to her knowledge the committee is still waiting on a letter from TVA agreeing to pay for the PR firm.
· Stated that the committee needs to continue to meet weekly. Said that at the last meeting the committee voted to meet every other week. Also said that it needs to meet at a time when more people in the community can attend and needs to meet at a place that will accommodate more people for a longer period of time.

· Jill Murphy said that the committee had not voted to meet every two weeks, had only voted to not meet on May 27th. She read the motion from the minutes of the May 20th meeting.

· Announced that a website has been created – www.evynsdisaster.com and a relief fund has been established.

Don Simon – 113 Osprey Way – Harriman TN

· Stated that someone has to get the groups –TVA, EPA, TDEC, etc. - to communicate with the public. Said that the Outreach Office is a joke

· Said he would like to see what firms were contacted and who they chose and what they are doing.

Betty Johnson – Rockwood TN

· Stated that she is concerned for the safety of workers and their families. Her husband works at the site and he was not issued any protective clothing or safety equipment. She is concerned about his health and about him bringing home ash to their family.

Bobby Renfro made a request that he would like for the committee to get an opinion from the County Attorney with regard to the committee’s authority to select contractors, approve contracts and spend money.
Presentation by Stephanie Brown:

· Introduced herself as the Community Involvement Coordinator for EPA, Region 4, Atlanta, GA.

· Made a presentation on the CERCLA process. 

· Before 1980 little attention was given to hazardous chemicals.

· CERCLA is an acronym for Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act. It authorizes funds for polluted sites. Their goal is to protect your health and the environment. Protecting the community is the number one goal of this process.
· Removal Response – Leo Francendese is here to address the immediate threat to health and environment. This process can take from several months to years.

· Remedial Response – Long-term action. This could take years to complete.
· EE/CA – Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis. Mandate for community involvement, keeping the public informed and involved and resolving conflicts. (Bobby Renfro commented that TVA has contracted with Jacobs, and Stephanie said that Jacobs has the EPA Community Involvement tool kit.)
· AOC – Information Repositories are at local libraries and on website.

Presentation by L’Tonya Spencer on the Technical Assistance Plan (TAP)

· Funding is provided to a qualified community group to hire a technical advisor who can help group members understand site cleanup issues and to enable the group to share this information with others in the community. (Jill Murphy asked if the EPA provides any guidance on Technical Advisors.)
· Assistance of up to $50,000 may be available. The majority of the assistance should be used to pay for the technical advisor’s services. No more than one community group will be selected to be a TAP recipient at a site. (Andy Avel asked from the audience if TVA has considered increasing that amount since the cleanup will take such a long time.)
· If more than one group is interested in applying a consortium should be formed with several members of each group forming a core group that would make application.

· How to Apply: Send a letter to Stephanie Brown at 61 Forsyth Street, SW; OSPAO – 11th Floor; Atlanta, GA 30303 expressing intent to apply and giving group name, site name, contact person, address and phone number. More information about this can be found at www.epakingstontva.com. 

Charlie Hensley asked - how does this committee input to the process? Stephanie and L’Tonya said the committee has the same ability to input as the community at large. 

Troy Beets asked when this is open. Stephanie said it is open now and after the first letter of intent is received she will post a notice in the paper with a deadline of 30 days for other submissions. 

Stephanie will be at the Outreach Office this Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. After that she will be in Roane County beginning next Monday. 

Acting Chairman Beets thanked Stephanie and L’Tonya for their presentations.
Someone from the audience asked if TVA would be at the meeting next week.

Leo Francendese was recognized by Acting Chairman Beets and presented some boards to show where the ash has migrated. He said that it is hoped that most of the ash will be out of the Emory by March 2010. TVA is getting bigger and better dredges. 

Rick Cantrell asked about the safety of swimming at the Kingston City Park swimming area.  Barbara Scott of TDEC was in the audience and said there were no signs of ash in the Kingston Park area. There has been no change – recreational use is still acceptable.

A question was asked if there is a way to monitor the traffic. Mike Farmer asked the questioner to file that question to be answered by TVA. 

Brad Parman of the Department of Health’s East Tennessee Regional Health Office in Knoxville announced that there will be a public hearing on June 11, 2009 at 6:00 o’clock p.m. at Roane State Community College with reference to the ATSDR Process. 

Adjournment:

Acting Chairman Beets asked the committee if there was any further business. Since there was no further business, Melinda Hillman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Chris Mason. Motion passed.

